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If he were left alone ! There was the rub. Just
as the steady drip of water will pierce the hardest
stone in time, so had Eugenie worn down
Napoleon's efforts at resistance which had been
weakened by his growing ill health. A witness
has recorded his impressions of the imperial
couple when in the hour of defeat the Empress
visited her fallen husband at Wilhdmshohe.
The most noticeable feature was the woman's
air of mastery.

Yet it is difficult to withhold sympathy from
Eugenie. Thwarted in her domestic relations
with the Emperor, she sought solace in political
ambition which had for its object the aggrandise-
ment of the Church whose devout servant she was.
For to Napoleon she had long since ceased to be
anything but an ornament to his Court and the
mother of his heir. With marriage, his amours
had not ceased, nor even suffered interruption;
rather had they become more frequent. Miss
Howard ; Madame de Castiglione ; the myster-
ious Madame X, wife of a diplomat; Julie
Lebceuf; Valentine Haussmann, the daughter
of the famous Prefect of the Seine ; Marguerite
Bellanger; Caroline Hanaeker3 the celebrated
singer ; the Duchesse de Cadore, and Madame
de la Bedoyere - these were but a few of the names
that set the tea-cups of the gossips shaking in the
Paris salons. If he tired of them all with startling